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NUMPB. XI. Ver. 4, 5, 6. 


And the mixt multitude that was among 

them fell a luiling ; and the Chil. 
dren of Iſrael alſo wept again, and 
ſaid} ho ſhall groe us Fl to eat £ 

We remember the Fiſh which we did 
eat in Egypt freely ; the Cucom- 
bers,and the Melons, andthe Leeks, 
and the Onions, and the Garlick. 

But now our Soul is dried away,there 
uG nothing at all but this Manna 
before our Eyes. 


His Book of Numbers, bc<tides 
a Muſter-Roll of the {cveral 
Tribes and Fanulies of Iſrael, 


which it affords us in the for- 
mer part (and from whence it hath its 
Name) preſents us alſo with a Journal ot 
the Motions of that mighty Hcſt, or an 
Hiſtory 


C2) 
Hiſtory of the moſt remarkable Paſlages 
of their Forty years Travel through the 
Wilderneſs towards Canaan. And in the 
Courſe of this Hiſtory fets before our 
Eyes a wonderful Scene of miraculous 
Providences on the one hand, and as 
ſtrange and frequent Inſtances of human 
Folly and Frailty on the other. On Gods 
part, a diſplay of infinite Power, Wiſdom, 
Goodneſs and Patience : And on the 
part of the People, prodigious Infidelity, 
Stubborneſs, Pecviſhaeſs, and Ingratitude. 
God Almighty had ſeen their Aﬀliction 
in Egypt, and had heard their Groanings, 
and by a powerful Hand had reſcued them 
from an horrible Slavery undcr an un- 
relenting Tyrant; and ty the gentle Con- 
duct of Mofes, was leading them into 
poſſeſſion of the good Land he had pro- 
miſed them. But they inſtead of Thanktul- 
neſs for ſo greata Deliverance, are perpe- 
tually quarrelling with his Inftruments or 
his Mechods, or tempting and affronting 
his Divine Majeſty ; and which was molt 
Ingrateful of all, are continually upbraid- 
ing him with the remembrance of the 
good 


C3) 
good Things they had forgone in Egypt. 

In particular, - ſometimes they want 
Water, and then all Gods Miracles of 
Power and Providence are forgotten; 
There 1s no help, but they muſt all be Fa- 
miſhed in the IWilderneſs. Another time 
they want Bread, and then God and 
Moſes are Noſcd with Egypt again, Were 
there no Graves in Egypt, but we mſi 
be brought hither to be Starved ? Well, 
God gives them Bread co the full, Man- 
14, Bread from Heaven, Angels-Bread : 
But this will not ſerve the turn neither, 
they mult have Fleſh too, and that not 
ſo much tor necetlity, as Capriciouſly 
to try Gods Power: Can God prepare a 
Table alſo in the Wilderneſs? It not, they 
are preſently for Egypt again: So 1n the 
Text, the mixt Multitude fell-a Luſting, 
ani the Children of Iſracl wept, and ſaid, Who 
jhall give us Fleſh to Eat? We remember 
the Cucombers , and Melons , and Onions, 
and Garlick , &C. | 

In which paſſage of the Scripture, I 
obſerve theſe Four things : 

i. The peculiar circumſtances of this 


Mutiny 
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Mutiny or Murmuring, 
2. The Beginners or Ringleaders of 
this Diſorder. . 

3. The quick and general- Infe&tion 

of this Miſchief. | 

4. Gods Reſentment of their Carriage. 
Which when I have opened, it will be 
calic to make Application of all to our 
own Caſe. 

(1) I begin with the Firſt, The Circam- 
flances and Aggravations of this Murmuring ; 
and amonglt them theſe Four are moſt 
remarkable, viz. 

Firſt, The Time of it. It was now but 
about a Year and two Months (as Divines 
compute) from their deliverance out of 
Egypt, and yet ſo quickly could they for- 
get their own Sufferings and Gods Won- 
ders; And nothing runs 1n their Thoughts, 
bur the Fiſh, the Onions, and Garlick, &c. 
which they had there: A ſtrange Levi- 
ty and Inconſtancy of Mind this! Had it 
been an Age or two after, one would 
not have ſo much wondered, that when 
Time ( which efftaces all things) had 
worn out the Remembrance of their 
Hard- 
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Hardſhips; ther other Entertainments; ther© 
might have! been refleted* on., withfom®e 
ouſt and delight; but. ſo quickly to forget 
God and .themſclves too, argued them to 
be.a true Mobile. | jig 


And,Secondly,tbeir Wantonneſs and Caviofity, 
was no leſs remarkable, than their Levicy 
and Inconſtancy. They had Bread to the 
full, which might. very well have ſatisfied 
them in a Wilderneſs; and eſpecially when 
they were going to Canaen, a Land flowing 
with Milk and Hony , they might well have 
difpenſed with ſome tolerable Inconvenien- 
& in the Way ;' tglerable. Accommodati- 
ons might ſerve the turn inaWilderncſs, Bur 
they had not,only Bread enough, bur del.- 
cious Bread, Manna; howeyer that will nor 
{ do, chey,,mult have Fleſh too; they made 
a pilh at Manna 3, Nothing but, this Manna, ſay 
NeF's 11 rne Abe ch}; 193 VIt6; i 

Thirdly, There was Inſolence, as well as Wan- 
tonncels and Curiolicy. 4n the, caſe, it: was 
Fleſh, they defired, not ſo much tartheir 
Hunger, as for their Luſt,..They mult hayc 
| their will, or elſe ra Egypt again; and 15. was 

d, than.co, be 


orati- 


© &« 


more their deſign to tempt Go 
| B 


(6) 
fratified themſelves. They muſt preſcribe 
bs God'what Miracles he ſhall do for them; 
they muſt have arbitrary Proofs of his 
Ommnporency, Can God prepare a Table inthe | 
Wilderneſs? If he will not work Miracles, 
whar and when they think good, they will | 
follow him no further, but to Egypt again- 
Laſtly, There was a prophane Spirit 1n all | 
chis,a plain contempt of God and Religion. 
God had aſſerted them to be his own Peo- | 
ple ; had newly given them Laws, which it | 
would have been both their Wiſdom and 
Happineſs to walk in. He intended to keep 
them a' white in' the Wilderneſs, to difuk 
them from the Superſtitions of Egypt, and 
to'tram them'by degrees into the: Habits 
and Cuſtoms of the True Religion ; and 
then ſhortly to place them in cheir own. 
Landxinder their own Laws and Princes,and 
far from any temptation of Apoſtaſic from 
him and them ; 'but they meditared a Rc: 
wares wereindifferent as to this butinels 
of God and Religion; they would run the 
venture/arid/hazard' of Idolatry,and defiling 
their Conſctences 'with the Follies of Egypr, 
rather than want the Onions and y_ 
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Sawelke a: long time after this, in the Pro- 
ohet 1/ajah's Time, 1fa.30.1253,4: 7 hey talk 
ta go down 10 Egypt, and have not inquired at 
my Mouthztheir Princes were at Zoan, and Em- 
baſſadors came to Hanes, (9. q.d. They were 
negotiating; a Peace between,Me and the Gods of 
Egypt; they.were contriving a Concordat be- 
tween the true Religion and Idolatry; they would 
not ſlick, 0ut upon point of Religion,ſo they might 
accommodate their Secular ends. 

Thus much far Matter of Fact it ſelf. 

(2.) Inthe ſecond place, 1 obſerve in the 

Text, the Beginners or Ring-leaders of this 
Sedition, Amixed Multitude : Who they were 
we may. gueſs by Exod. 12. 38. when the 
Children of Iſrael came up out of Egypr, it 
is fad, A mixed Multitude came along with 
them ; that 1s, ſuch as were not of the Race of 
the Fews, nor of any one Nation, Tribe or 
Famuly ; but, a Co/luvies of ſeveral Nations, 
or. perhaps a Baſtard: brood, part Few and 
part Egyptian, but of no certain Principles; 
ſuch as had their God and Rel! pion cochuſc, 
and had only the fancy to. follow che For- 
rune of the [ſraelitesin this great and famous 
Expedition, in hopes to mcad their own, 
B 2 This 
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' This Vulgus; this Rabble begins the My: 
tiny. (as they are: always wont todo) and 
ſuch are dangerous Incendiaries 1n all Soci- 
cties; they have not only no Honour,nor 
Principles, nor Conſcience but no Prudence, 
no Modcſty;no Reſtraint; there 1s no Han- 
dle to take hold of themby, to'govern and 
manage them. Of theſe the Hiſtorian ob- 
ſerves, Ineſt omni populo malignum 'quiddan 
& querulum in Imperantes; the Populacy, or 
Rabbleis alwayswa tumultuous ungoverned 
Beaſt. They are of no Value; of no Indu- 
{try , nor Capacity , but to' do Miſchief; 
Ig navus quiſquis' ſeditioſus ; theſe are uſually 
the farſt 1n.ar. every thing , and. firſt our; 
chac«firlt diſhonour a'good Enterprize by 
Aberting 1t, and chen betray it by Revolting 
trom 1t. | 
(3.) Thirdly, I obſerve m the Text, the 
quick and: genera} ſpreading and infection 
of-this feditious Murmuring Humor ; the 
mixed Multitude fell a Luſtig, and preſently 
all: fael. put Finger-1nthe' Eye, and weep 
for the Entertainmenes of :Zgypr ; like Fire, 
thangh ac beginiin a {irtle» contemptible 
Spark, it quickly:diffuſes, 16: ſelf., and bears 


down 
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downfall beforo/n 1 (as:dlllur acombu- 
tions) 20) 16 1,0.199360 if; fo nrroerrt cnt} 
Example, eſpecially of Evil, is too taking: 
amongſt the generahty of: Mankind; Pzco-+ 
ram ritul fequimur antecedentiunz.gregem,\ non" 
qua eandem oft , ſed qua itur'yas\Cato obſerves 
of Sheep; It 1s caſter to. drive a multitude 
of them,than;a few ; . gee bur ſame to: g0; 
and allchereſt will follow... 1.7 cycle 
It 1s-very-.unreafonable 1n ur ſelf; and: 
therefore. may ſecm ({trange:, that:evil Ex+' 
ample ſhould be more prevalent than good; 
bur Experience leaves us; wahout'doube, 
that ſo- 1t/.1s-$0r Matter of :Fact; and: cfpe-1 
cially. in the. caſe. of; Mutiny. or Sedjtion: 
Whil.chere are (as:there ever: will be). 4 
ceachy,. querulous, diſcontented. People, ſor 
long there will never want ſome:Pretence 
or.other for Diſturbances, Publick:Afﬀairs 
can'never be 'candudted- with vthat Even- 
hand, bur there will Þe:\ome Grievance or 
other to . ſuch: over-tender and captiaus 
People;: and:tha;Paſlionatc tepreſentingiof 
thete will: expoſe the Authority (; ;even of 
Moſes himfelt, :and. weaken the Hearts.and 
Hands of; well-meaning People; : Bur,:} -/ 
\ 1: Foarthly 
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- Fowthly, aud\Laftly, I. obſerve.Gads re. 
ſentment of this matcer,v.1. of this chapter; 
And when the People complained, it diſpleaſed 
the Lard; and the Lord heard it, and his Anger 
was kindled; andthe: Fire of the. Lord, burnt a- 
mong them,and \Conſumed them\ that were in the 
uttermoſl part of the bu And agun, v.33. 
af this Chapter, though God gratificd their 
Humor; yet, while the Fleſh was. between 
their Teeth, ere it was chawed, the-wrath 
of. the. Lord was kindled: againſt the People, 
and he ſmote them with a very great Plague : 
and. beyond all this, in Chap.14.v. 23. he 
rakes: up a reſolution, and/ſolemnly S wears, 
That not a Man of theſe, that had thus prowe- 
hed bim by their Murmurings, ſbould enter into 
the pood Land he had Sworn unto their Fathers, 
t0 give them. 7 + EOm 
And thus, T have, (as much as was ſufh- 
cient to my purpoſe)-open'd the Letter or 
Hiſtory. of my Text ; Let us. now ſec how 
far this will - concern. our ſelves. And 
I:doubr, ict will be found; a very .caſy mat- 
ter to.draw a Parallcl;.in the Sin and _ 
of this prefent Generation; and I pray God, 
We be not inſome; meaſure parallel in on" 


Judgment. 


( y by | » 
It caimot- be denied, that' we' haveJatelY 
hadja-figrial | Deliverance from a-Slavery> 
licele inferiour tothat of Egypt y and though 
there hath not-appeared alcogether ſo much 
of Miracles in -the cffefting;;ir, yet there 
have been moſt ſignal Inſtances: of the Di- 
vine Hand in bringingit about,” particu- 
larly in infatuating the'Councils , —_— 
the Spirits, baffling the Powers, and dflo]- 
ving all the Forces that were:;:ready» to! ob- 
ſtruct our Deliverance. ob 
And now, that we eſcaped the:Houſo of 
Bondage, and comeintoſome {traits1n our 
Paſſage through .the'Wilderneſs, rawards 
2 ſtate of Reſt and Settlement; we'rfall a 
Murmuring, -and:a thouſand lite Seruples 
and Fealouſics run inour Heads; which were 
never choughe of (or thought ſcorn. of 
before ; yet .now arc:able ro make 'us wiſh, 
we had never et out from Epypt.. - | ©: 
Some are affirighted. with the Difficulties 
before us, and dream of Gyarts and-Ana- 
kims, as if the Promiſed Land was:tobe ob- 
rained withour conflict; or;as if the God that 
Miraculouſly delivercd us out of Egypt, was 
not able to carry us through-to Canaan. 
Some 


« 1» /) 
«i. Sbaxre:falle' Spies miſrepreſent the? gbod 
Tand;Cas ifiiti was norworthictheconttnd- 
ng for; and that our Religion, Laws'/and 
Liberties, would not quit the coſt,' 
Some-ſuſpect Religion and Reformation 
it ſelf, as if at would beroo ſtrict forthem; 
and therefore their *Mouths water after 
the Onions and Garlick they'lefr. behind 
them. Others complain of the Intermiſſion 
of Trade z. ſome: of the Taxes and Burdens. 
One fort Murmurs;That they-are not pre- 
fer;d:#0'their Mind, and that others arc ad- 
vanccd abovc'their Merits: Another fort rc- 
pines; That their Pifty: is nor1neouraged &- 
naugh,and that:ſaime other Patty; ljatii too 
-much of-rhe Publick Countenance;and all 
theſc look towards Egypt again«./ 7 (7 
And: to inflame this Reckoning, we want 
not a;mixed Multicude.amongſtus : From 
Abroad, French:Agems and Popiſh Emiſla- 
ries; atHome, al Diſconfeated perfons;thar 
loveto. fiſhin' troubled: Waters, and!thoſe 
whoſe: Guilt renders.them Jealous of a Ser- 
\tlement;, all half. Proteſtants:and;:Papiits.in 
Mafquetadeasalſo Men of no Rehigion, bur 
whoſe.:Ideereſt-is all the NI ay 
ave; 
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havc: and; together: with-theſe; ſome; who 
though perhaps: they;:cannot.:digeſtdown- 
right Popery,, yet the Manna of Reforma 
tion is too thin a, Diet for-their groſs Sto- 
machs 3 bur Om0ns:and Garkick, a | good 
haucguſt of Superſtition will rehh well with 
them: All cheſe begin the Murmuring, and 
are ready to ſet the Multitude agog for 
Egypt. | ef AV 
Upon the whole Matter, the Parallcl is 
but too caſy and obvious, between our 
condition and that of the Iſraelites hither- 
10, Now therefore 1t 15 time to take. care, 
that it go on; no further ;. lelt we: match 
them in the Miſchiet and Punſhment;as. we 
ſeem to have done inthe Folly. + © | 
In order to the prevention of which de- 
plorable' Calamity, I have a few, Things up- 
on this Occation, to offer to the Contidera- 
tion of all crue Engliſh-Men, Loverspt. their 
Country, and of the Proteſtant, Religion : 
And though I know, 1 now ſhall be heard by 
tew.ot thoſe that are concern'd itn the: Ad- 
vice, and perhaps by none of thoſe that have 
molt need of it; yet1-will 'make uſe: of this 
Opportunity, to deliver my {elf withall fin- 
C ccrity 
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ccrnycimathe cafe; ro the intent, that'you 
" thavheir:me Jay” \Repore 4t'to-bikers of 
your-Adquaimance y' and ' by that means 
(and _ Bleſſing of God upon it) ſome check 
may” be given © char: / ponrrag Spirit, 
that is beowramonel | 

- The fam of what ove to ſay, will be 
comprized in theſe three Particulars : 

Firſt, That we will be intreated to reflec 
backalittle;;and ro conſider what our Con- 
dition-was :before we came into this Wil- 
derneſs, and tell under the prefent Temprz- 
tions'to Diſcontent. - 

\>18ac0ndly;" Thar weiwill alfo look Tnpar- 
zially abvtiriius,- and view our preſent 'Con- 
dition, to the 'eridi that. we may make the 
beater Judgment; W hether even now inthe 
oneral;: and; for the main, we have not | 
ſe: ratitages- which' may countervail 
RIP ANITNS and Inconveniences ? 
: 155 Phardly,: That we will look torward, and 
<bnlidevds diſcreet Men, what is likely to 
-be. the: effect-of- our Murmuring, and of 
g of 'Tetarnitg back ro £y ypr. 

It wall nor," prefurnte,; ſeem ſtrange'to 

yaa; ; (who! 1 mc well) chat I ſhould 
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at 'this'time eſpecially ) make uſe of this 
Freedom,” fince./I: amperfataded your own 
Thoughts and Experience of te, will ac- 
quit me from all ſuſpicion of Partiality to- 
wards any' Perfon or Party of Men what- 
ſocyer, {in regard yow are in ſomie' meaſure 
aware, That as I have nemther been per- 
ſonally diſobliged by the former Times or 
Government; ſo neither have-I been (nor 
am I capable of being) bribed: or ibiaſled 
by any Obligation from the preſent. 

Theretore with the fincerity and good- 
Will of an £rgliſh Man towards his Native 
Country, and as a refoly'd Proteſtant for 
the Honour or Intereſt of that Excellent 
Religion, I go on with my Intentions. 
And, -- 

Firſt, I carneſtly beſeech all my Brethren 
an:4 Country-men, That before they ſuffer 
themſelves ro be tempted to murmur and 
rcpine at the Preſent itate of things,they will 
rctic&t upon the Condition of our Aﬀearrs 
betore tius Revolution, and what it- was 
hkcly ta have come to, ' had: it-not pleaſed 
the. Divine:-Providence to mterrtipt the 
courfe of Things. 1D. 3 
GC. a And 
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And the Time is riot ſo long, ſinee, but 

chat we. may eaſily remember We were Mi- 
ſcrable- enough; nor were' the Deſigns (9 
obſcure, or the Methods fo intricate, bur 
we might eaſily foreſee, : that we ſhould 
quickly haye been intolerably Unhappy , ac 
that rate of Proceeding. 
| Do we not know , That all our Laws 
(contrived by the Wiſdom, and defended 
by the Proweſs of our Anceſtors) were all 
cur off - at one Blow by a Diſpenſing Power. 

Were not all, or at leaſt moſt of the Char: 
ters in England (the Glory and Enſign of 
Honour to all the Cities and Great Sociciies 
of the: Nation ) confirmed by all former 
Princes, owned by the Laws, and eſtabliſhd 
by Ancient Cuſtom, damned and dilolved 
at Once ? | 

Was not-the ſacred Right of Property 
invaded , and Freeholds: taken away (not 
only from Private Perſons, but from the 
Nobleſt Societies) without form or colour 
of: Laws;| {4 1 
* /;Werenor all our Lives at Mercy ,and:bad 
we not-ſexaal. dreadful Inſtances of Enur 
--nt Mcn violently hurried. out of che 
World, 
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- Ana whether eyen our Lives themſelves were 
natheld ax Mercy,onc would be tempted ſhrewd 
ly co ſuſpe&t,who reflected upon the dreadful In- 
he ſeveral Eminent Perſons hurried out of 
the World, ſome one way, and ſome another. 
Ina word, Were nat Parliaments (the only con- 
ſervative of our Conſtitution, and redreſs of our 
Grievances)cither diſuſed,as inconfiitent with the 
Dcfigns in hand;or endeavoured to be corrupted, 
fore-ſtalled, or rhe freedom of chuſing them 
dcligned by new and unheard of Methods, to be 
for ever deſtroyed? 

Theſe things are too frelh 1n our Memories to 
nced Repet:tion, too plain to be denied, and too 
Qrcat in themfelves to be aggravated ; bur, 

Hac olim ——_—_ jupablt—, 
\ Andasfor that great Aﬀfur of Religion(dearer 
to all true Exgliſhmen than their very Lives) the 
proſpect thereof wasan thoſe Times yery melan=- 
choly, when a Defign was not enly.form'd, bur 
begun to be put 12 execution, of laying a 7oke 
upon our Necks, which neither we nor our Fore- 
fathers were able to bear. And 1n purſuance here- 
of, not only mercenary Fens were employed to 
expoſe and ridicule Prozeſtarntiſm un general ; bu: 
Care was taken to blow up, inflame and perpetus 
ate the Divitions amongit Proteſtants ; partly by 
odious Names of diltinction, and partly by cxaſ- 
perating their Minds one againit another, as that 
In concluſion all of them might bedeſtroyed with 
theleſs pity or ſcandal. | Ir 
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Ic 1s true, the Church of Exgl/and was all this 
while complemented, but never the ſecurer from 
deſtruction : Wirneſsthe Impriſoning, and ſevere 
rreatment of 7 excellent Biſhops at once, for bur 
daring to underſtand the Project, and humbly 
interpofing their Advicc;and the ſuſpending ano. 
ther excellent Perſon of that Order, only tor be. 
ing too good a Man for fo bad times:Wirnels alfe, 
the ſcorn caſt upon the whole Body of the Cler. 
gy, in impoſing a Declaration, to be read by 
chem in all their Churches; wherein (according to 
the mannerly Expreſſion of that time) 7 hey ſhould 
(not only) have been compel['d to eat their own Dune ; 
bur in truth, to be Felo de ſe; and to have cu ther 
own Throats. | 

To fay no more therefore, our Condition was 
not unlike that of Iſrae/in Egypt; We were vexed, 
oppreſſed, undermined, weakned,treated as Slaves; 
and to aſſure and perpetuate our Slavery, torcign 
Forces were brought in,and more were intended 
to be brought in, to Nail our Ears to the Door- 
Poſts tor ever. 

Or, it all this be not ſufficient to make us ſen- 
{ible of the Condition we were then in, or going 
;nto,letus look upon the State of France, and eſpe | 
cially of the Poor Proteflants there; forthat was 
deligned to be a Pattern and Precedent for Us. 

By All which cogether ( che Particulars 
whereof I haye rather intimated than re- 
preſented) we fce our Ill ſtate then, __ 

| that 
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that. we had good cauſe to get gut of £g9p; 
as; Joon; as we: could, whatever .befel. ns 
in the Wilderneſs. Which leads me to the 
Second thing I deſigned to ſpeak to, viz. 

Secondly, That we will be intreated; imapar- 
tally ro conſider, Whether aur prefent Con- 
dicion 15 not more tolerable, than thac we 
have eſcaped ? and, Whether we-liave aby 
juit Provocation from the preſent Inconve- 
niences, to Murmur' and meditate a,Revole:? 
It-15 true, we are yet but 17 a; Wilderneſs, 
and there in want of many things; and we 
are beſec with many ys ys. dangers, 
and perhaps too, have a long Journey (to 
Canaan) to a compleat Settlement ;:;and 
eſpecially there 1s the more hkelyhood of 
that, if we be Peeviſh, and obſtruct the 
Way to our own. Happineſs. © /However, 
take Things as they are, and at-warlſt we 
may have. many chings to: oblige ys to;'be 
thankful for our preſent Condition, and 
nane to make us repent of  the;Change.-. 

In the firſt place, we have::a KING 
and: ia QU EEN, both-.of QUT OWN Keb- 
ou ; a Felicity we\have nor Farimany yehts 

experience of, and for want of ___ 
J t 
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the. State of Proteſtantiſm hath been fAlu- 
tuititig and uncertain, and could 'never 
make any good progreſs: A Prince and Prin- 
ceſs we have now , whole Intereſt conſpires 
with'their Education and Choice; and who 
abandon themſelves,” if they grow cold, 
or indifferent in the Proteſtant Religion, 
Now of what Conſequence this One thing 
1s,1f we had not learnt by our former Ex- 
'perience, common Prudence would in- 
{tru&t us ; ſince it cannot be expected, bur 
that a Prince of another Religion, 1f he 
have any. Zeal for it, will be ſure fecretly 
to undermine that which 1s Rival to his 
own Perſuaſion, if he have northe Power 
or the Courage openly to afſiule and 
ſuppreſs 1c: Whereas now (by the Bleſſing 
of GOD) we: have that comfortable 
Prophecy accompliſh d of a King and 
Queen;' Nurſing. Father and Mother to this 
Church : We enjoy our Rcligion with all 
the-Accommodations of 1t as tully , and as 
ſecurcly' as: our Hearts +can wiſh z 'and not 
only ſo, but Piety and: Vertze lifts up its 
Head; and all Prophaneſs which grew Ram- 
pant heretofore, 1s in a great mcaſure put 
2411 out 


( 21 ) 
otit of -Countenance : 'Nor ought it to 
crouble us, +that' forme Men (whoſe parti- 
cular Perfuaſions in 'Rehigion we arc not 
well ſatisfied with) ſhould enjoy ſome ſhare 
of Advantage by this Revolution; fince'it 
1s not only'-what we Vowed'to God! and 
promiſed ro them in our Adverſity ;* butt is 
chat which cannot be denied them con- 
fitently with our own Safety. 

Then for our Laws, They have recoyercd 
their juit Vigour and Authority, great Care 
being taken, to provide excellent Judges and 
Magiſtrates for the Execution of them; 
and fo our Lives, and all our Rights and 
Propertics are as ſecure as can be expected 
under any human Conſtitution: And'to all 
this, We are under a Government fo eaſic 
and gentle, that we have nothing to object, 
unleis 1t be that 1t-18 ſo very benign, rhar 
it encourages ſome evil-Natur'd Men, to 
preſume and to Contemn it. 

Ir 1s true, notwithſtanding all this, that 
there are at preſent great Burdens and 
Taxcs upon us; bur as they are no other 
than what are abſolutely neceflary for our 
Prefervation, nor —_ than are volunta- 

rily 
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rily aſſcnted to.:by our ſelves, being no 
otherwiſe impoſed than, by our Repreſen- 
cativesin Parliament ; ſo 1t 1s greatly to be 
hoped. (by the Bleſſing of GOD) they will 
not continue long upon us. So that upon 
the whole, our prefent Condition 1s very 
tolcrable.for a Wilderneſs, and we have nv 
cauſe to murmur, or to talk of returning 
back to Egypt. Burt, 

Thirdly and Laſtly, Let us (before we 1n- 
dulge our ſelves in a diſcontented , com: 
plaining Humor) forecaſt with our ſelves, 
what are likely to be the effects and conſc- 
- quences of Murmuring, and they can be 
no better, nor other, than ſuch as thcle fol- 
lowing, 'viz- | 

Firit, Foraſmuch as this Womanith hy- 
mor of . Murmuring and Complaining 1s 
both too weak init ſelf, and alſo comes too 
late to reverſe the ſtate of Aﬀeairs ; it can 
effect nothing , but miſchict co clic Mu:- 
murers themſelves; We are ( GOD bz: 
thanked) ſo far out of Egypt , that ſome 
Mens Fancy and: Humor will not be abl: 
to carry us back thither again. The King 
in Poſſeſſion is too ſenhible of his own 
Strength, 
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Strength, and ofjthe Hearts of his People; to 
be Murmured out of his Throne: The No- 
bility and Great Men are tooi.far engaged to 
chink of returning : The Body of the People 
have too quick a Senſe pf-the Liberty and 
Advantages they have: under this Govern- 
ment, to be induced to. forego All for a 
Notion, or a Complement, or to fave: the 
Longing of ſome Sickly People. 12.1. 
So that this way will :atrain;” no End, 
mend no Matter, cafe no Burden, : diſcharge 
noTax ; but contrary wiſe, 1ncrea{c and con- 
tinue the Burdens of the Nation. Beſides, 
that at. this: rate 'iWEare 'Conitant'' to no- 
thing; unworthy:of Deliverance ; ingrate- 
ful ro Ged and. Man; ifalſc \ro our ſelves, 
and to our real intereſt; Er quid fruftra' tur- 
pes efſe volumus. | yell 
Seconily, But ſuppoſe the contagion: ot 
this Murmwuring : Humor ſhould. |: take 
through the Nation, (which God forbid) 
why then, as Relapſes arc ſaid to beimore 
fatal than the Diſeaſes ithermſelves \; fo 
would our Condition be'more miferable 
than ever.: .We ſhall then recurn! co:Epypt 
with a Vengeance, not only..to the Onions 
2 and 
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and Garlick, (which perhaps we conld fag- 
cy) Inikan, not only to the Idolairics, and 
Jupesſticions, and Follicsz_ but to the Brick- 
klas and Iron Furnaces; nay, to the Plague 
of. Licg-and Caterpylars;; to Darkneſs that 
may: be felr; to. abfolute ſhvery of Body 
and Mind-:in a word, to all the diſma| 
Efte&ts of French Infolence, and Pepi(h 
Revenge. | "Pl. 

Nor will ic helpns, or make any difcr:- 
.,mmation in our Caſc, to pretend, "That wc 
were the fir{t that mentioned a Retreat 
and that talked of going back again ; tha: 
we bogpled at'the Defign;, and were nor 
chroughly. fatisficd' with the Revolution; 
but why. did you hearken to Moſes at all : 
vhy did you break. off your Ferrers? and 
wherefore did you once look towards C ara- 
an? Ihms. we :{hajl- periſh wath ſhame and 
confuſion-2o our {lves, without pity from 
Spectators, and with ſcorn from our E- 
NEMIES» | |; | 
_ Third, iNor-will che Maſchicts end there 

neither; but the Eficdts of, it will reach 
overall rhe Pratcitant World, and dettroy 
allche Mcafures taken far'the preſervation 
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cellc C 5 ; Foxaſmu p. ; 
of. that £%1 nt. Religi On: Foxalmagn a 
Ul of that denprminatgsh, wat only in be” 
land, and ko the Low Countries; but Germa” 
Fj France, C..ALC. mbargy'd 3 mn the ſamc 
; ins wsh ys ,. and ; conſegugndly muſt 
fink or ſwim as we do. All cheir Eyes arc 
ypon 1s; next. under God, they dep cnd 
upon Us, as the Proges ſupport % tha 
Profeſſion : If we fail them, the are. all loſt ; 
if we ftang tot, they will mi hart, an 
(by the Blefing of God )' recover fob 
Head , as ar ou never to- bs ſuppreſt 
22A. 
Fond naw is the Oppo MpIty of EE 
our atmoſt Effort” in D000 ton, 
vg can never ,(withour Mifac les) hope 4 
fach an happy Jun&ture again, as. now God 
hach preſented us with, y a all the Popifh. 
Princes are fo. deeply pBhursy id a Wara- 
gainſt France ; and ſeem yell. contented, 
char we ſhould aflert our own lntereſts, 
& hilſt in ſo doing we aſſiſt themin hum- 
bg theGre ( Leviathen, who, Is rare 
hed {walow up both. 


 Where- 


** "Wherefore thei,” when fuch a Prize is 
pur into our Hands , ſhotild we not have 
the Hearts romakeuſe of it? Why ſhould 
we complain of- Little things, : and take Per 
at Pun&tilio's; :3hd ſoften our'Spirits', and 
make'feeble our Hands,by Murmuring and 
Repining ; and ſo ' abandon both '&ur 
Selves, our Brethren and Friends m fuch an 
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Opportunity? |. 
HED all which add in the Fourth'and Laſt 
place, :Let us cotifider the Example before 
us in the Text, and- be really afraid (as 
there 1s, great Reaſon. for. it, ) Jett if we 
indulge this Murmuring Hunwr) GOD 
ſhould reſolve- that none of us [hall enter 
tnto his Reſt; TI mean, That wefſhalFnever 
ſee thoſe? happy. and glorious Times of 
"Religion, which Gobd'Men'expect in thefe 
Jatter Days, according tothe Predictions of 

O24. Son4# 6 Ong 
"No queſtion of it, Antichvift mult down, 
and the true Spirit of the Goſpel ſhall be 
advaticed glorioufly before rhe End of the 
World. This ſhalF-as certainly come to 
paſs, as it was certain the Poſterity of Iſrael 

hould poſſeſs the Land of Canaan. 4 
ut 
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But, if we for our-parts be Faint-hearted, 
and Pceviſh and Unbelieving ;, God's. Pro- . 
miſe ſhall be accompliſh'd ; but we ſhall . 
have no ſhare, nor comfort 1n ir. 

To conclude therefore, Let us ſtand eds 
faſt in our Mindsz Rwabiconem tranfiiſtis, you 
have left. Egypt, meditate'not a; Revole thi- 
ther again z we are' Imbarqu'd, *and muſt 
g0 On or periſh. Put on the Spirits. of 
Engliſh Men, and the Zeal of True Prote- 
fants ; ſtick not in the Wilderneſs, but. re- 
ſolve for Canaan. | IF | 

| Give me leave to preſs this upon you, as 
the Apoſtle doth on the Corinthians ;' in the 
firlt Epiſtle, Chap. 10. he- begins thus ; Bre- 
thren, I would not have you-ignorant.,.that gll 
our Fathers were under the: Cloud ,” and paſſed 
through the Sea; and were all baptized unto 
Mofes in the C loud and in the Sea, and did: all 
eat the ſame Spiritual Meat. But mith many 
of them GOD was not well-pleaſed., for they 
were overthrown in the Wilderneſs. 

And then Ver. 6+ Now theſe things were our 
Examples, tothe intent that we ſhould not Laſt 
after Evil things, as they alſo. Lufled; neither be 
ye Idolaters, as were ſome of them ; neither let 
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1s 0OMMIE Foraltaton , as ſobie of them: tgju, 
mitted ;" neither let us tewtipt Chriſt, as ſong offs 
them alſo terfipted. - +. 
Again, Ver. 1 0, Neither let us Marmiir, &1; 
ſome of them alſo Murmured, and were deftriged; 
of the Deftroyer. © + - © +1172 10 
- Laftly, Ver. 11. Now all theſe things hapnii 1 
to them for Enſamples, and they ave Written for" © 
oxr Admouition, upon whom'the Ends of the®. 7 
World are tome. AY 
- Gol grve us all Hearts (in the Our... 
Day) to mind the Things of our Spiri- | 
tual and Temporal Peace. Amen. | - jj? 
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